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(Private) fundings for butterfly conservation



Preserving butterflies without mentioning them !

Albert Vliegenthart, 
Dutch Butterfly Conservation

My last slide on the Future for Butterflies conference



The ecologist explains

How nature works
The role and meaning of 
butterflies 
Inspiring people

Show the benefits for ‘them’

Learn to speak other 
languages





Our deliverables

Non-profit



Income types

• Selling products
• Tailormade services (projects)
• Sponsors – greenwashing?
• Investors – return of investment
• Investors – business plan
• Investors – profit
• Lotteries (free money)
• Foundations (subsidies)
• Donations / legacy



Important carrier

• Very supportive for 
engagement

• Responsibility
• Products and services

• Huge Impact





Dutch examples Gouvernments
(national, provincial, communities)

Monitoring
Red Lists
Protected species
Habitat restoration
Public spaces
….



EU

Government

Private

Subsidies -> projects

• Co-finance
• Specific target
• Financial audit and 

administration
• Bigger money
• No profit, small 

overhead
• Action

Com
plexity and im

pact



Selling products
(awareness, knowledge)

Courses, living materials, information



Purchase prices
25-40% marge (<1%)

Books
Binoculars
Fieldguides
ID-charts
Plants (commision)
Merchandise….



Re-establishment habitat for M. cinxia

A service (advice for management)

Infrastructure for the Glanville fritillary

Project funded by companies -> (profit) in the overhead



Crowdfunding (still learning)



From what and how back to the why

Simple language

Identify yourself

Translation



Facts

Monitoring network of 800 
transects

Grassland Butterfly Indicator as 
monitoring tool

European Red List – 6 species are 
critically endangered

Impact

Over 800 volunteers are powering 
butterfly conservation in the 
Netherlands—building a movement 
that grows with every investment.

The GBI delivers reliable insights 
into the health of our environment, 
enabling decisive and effective 
action.

The Red List is more than a list—it’s 
a roadmap to protect the species 
that keep our world in balance



New approach: financial sector
guiding and providing a perspective for action



Future prospective

There are many more financial opportunities to 
enlarge our impact and finally stop the butterfly 
decline. 

Impact stories are convincing to investors 
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